THE PATH OF PROGRESS

collect as much wealth as possible. Not theirs the task
of advancing the interests and prosperity of the country
which owed them suzerainty, nor yet did the Mahomedans
for so many centuries before them attempt in any way
not impregnated with self-interest to increase the welfare
of their subject peoples. Throughout its history Sau-
rashtra has been torn and devastated by invasion and
discord, and to find any resemblance to the happy condi-
tions of the present day it is necessary to go back to the
times of Asoka Maurya, the great Indian Emperor, whose
thoughts were always turned towards the well-being of
the peoples over whom he ruled. The cycle of history
has again been turned, and it is only left to hope it will
now become permanently stationary.

Even within the last fifty years the advances along the
lines of modern civilization have been so numerous and
so diverse that it must indeed be hard for the people to
realize conditions under which present-day advantages
did not exist. A regular service of coasting steamers
now promotes trade between Kathiawad ports and all
parts of Asia and Africa. The Persian Gulf with its
many mercantile entrepSts is continually visited by ships
from Jamnagar, Porbandar, Mangrol, and many other
ports, which carry goods from Saurashtra and return
laden with the produce of Persia and other countries.
No less remarkable is the development within the province.
Among capable and energetic rulers the Maharaja, H.H.
Sir Bhavsinhji, of Bhavnagar ranks high, and worthily
follows in the footsteps of his great ancestor, Wakhatsinhji
Gohel. His State is a model of efficiency and good
administration, and has been the subject of many enco-
miums of late years. No less excellently managed is
Gondal State, which has progressed almost beyond recog-
nition under the fatherly care of its ruler, Thakor Sir
Bhagwatsinhji. Its public buildings are numerous and
costly, and the Girassia College at the capital, opened in
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